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Preface
This volume contains the papers accepted for presentation at the Australasian Language Technology Association Workshop (ALTA) 2016, held at Monash University in Caulfield, Australia on 5-6 December 2016.
The goals of the workshop are to:
• bring together the Language Technology (LT) community in the Australasian region and encourage interactions and collaboration; • foster interaction between academic and industrial researchers, to encourage dissemination of research results; • provide a forum for students and young researchers to present their research; • facilitate the discussion of new and ongoing research and projects; • increase visibility of LT research in Australasia and overseas and encourage interactions with the wider international LT community.
This year's ALTA Workshop presents 20 peer-reviewed papers, including 13 long papers and 7 short papers. We received a total of 28 submissions for long and short papers. Each paper was reviewed by three members of the program committee, using a double-blind protocol. Great care was taken to avoid all conflicts of interest.
ALTA 2016 includes a presentations track, following on from 2015 when it was first introduced. This aims to encourage broader participation and facilitate local socialisation of international results, including work in progress and work submitted or published elsewhere. Presentations were lightly reviewed by the ALTA chairs to gauge overall quality of work and whether it would be of interest to the ALTA community. In total 11 of 12 submissions where selected for presentation. Offering both archival and presentation tracks allows us to grow the standard of work at ALTA, to better showcase the excellent research being done locally.
ALTA 2016 continues the tradition of including a shared task, this year addressing cross-KB coreference. Participation is summarised in an overview paper by organisers Andrew Chisholm, Ben Hachey, and Diego Mollá. Participants were invited to submit a system description paper, which are included in this volume without review.
We would like to thank, in no particular order: all of the authors who submitted papers; the programme committee for the time and effort the put into maintaining the high standards of our reviewing process; the chairs Gholamreza Haffari and Andrew Mackinlay for coordinating all the logistics that go into running the workshop, from arranging the space, catering, budgets, sponsorship and more; the shared task organisers Andrew Chisholm, Ben Hachey, and Diego Mollá; our keynote speakers Mark Steedman, Hercules Dalianis and Steven Bird for agreeing to share their perspectives on the state of the field; and the tutorial presenters Wray Buntine, Simon Gog and Matthias Petri for their efforts towards the two tutorial sessions. We would like to acknowledge the constant support and advice of the ALTA Executive Committee.
Finally, we gratefully recognise our sponsors: Capital Markets CRC, Google, CSIRO/Data61, Voicebox and Monash University. Importantly, their generous support enabled us to offer travel subsidies to all students presenting at ALTA, and helped to subsidise conference catering costs and student paper awards. 
